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CONSERVATIVES FOR CIR WARN AGAINST ATTACK ON 14TH AMENDMENT

Washington, DC — Conservative leaders joined a telephonic press conference today held by Conservatives for Comprehensive Immigration Reform to address recent attempts by state and federal lawmakers to repeal the American Citizenship Clause in the 14th Amendment that grants citizenship to children born in the United States. 
“The proposal by Rep. Steve King of Iowa to divide children born in America into two unequal classes based on the identity of their parents directly contradicts gospel values and basic American decency, and more than a century of constitutional law,” said Dr. Galen Carey, Director of Government Affairs for the National Association of Evangelicals. “This week Congress read aloud the U.S. constitution, our nation’s founding document.  Significantly, our Representatives did not read the sections which counted Americans of African descent as 3/5 human, or required escaped slaves to be returned to their captors; but they did read the 14th amendment, which corrected this glaring error and established once and for all that all persons born in this country shall enjoy the rights and privileges of citizenship.  This fundamental commitment has been upheld by more than a century of jurisprudence reaching all the way to the Supreme Court.”
Pastor Samuel Rodriguez, President of the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference, addressed the topic as well. “The rhetoric of Rep. Steven King has the potential to amend not only the immigration code but Republican outreach to exclude Hispanics and immigrants. Taking the mantle of Tom Tancredo does nothing to address the immigration crisis in America. It is my opinion that Republicans and Conservatives should follow the lead of the Norm Coleman and Jeb Bush who understand that in view of the recent census report the future of a politically viable political party lies in the hands of the Hispanic American community. The idea is that children born in America hypothetically will be the citizen of no nation. At the end of the day they are citizens of the Kingdom of God. Steven King’s bill is morally reprehensible and it runs counter to the ideas of the strong Republican founder Abraham Lincoln.” 
“The American Citizenship Clause is how the United States of America were created,” said Juan Hernandez, conservative strategist and co-founder of CfCIR. “We respectfully ask our congress members to exercise caution if and when they review the 14th Amendment. Our nation's history is one of welcoming, not one of divisiveness. We urge our conservative brothers and sisters to be careful regarding the message that they are sending to the fastest growing segment of our society, the immigrants, mostly Hispanic, who are watching us closely and will be voting in 2012. We must show them that conservatives are ready and willing to lead us forward on this issue, with both adherence to our constitution and compassion for our fellow man.”
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