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1. Tell me about yourself and why you pursued a career in immigration? 
My parents immigrated to the United States from Mexico, which fostered in me a strong interest in immigration law. Growing up, my family and I lived on a ranch where both of my parents worked as farmworkers. During the summers, I remember the border patrol agents chasing the immigrant farmworkers through the orchards. When you are little you don’t understand the why things happen, but I understood what being witness to these events made me feel. I was terrified that one day the border patrol would come and take my parents away. I vividly remember my sister crying, as she hid under the bed, urging my parents to also hide. My mom eased her concerns and told her not worry because they [my parents] had papers. When you are young you don’t understand what these papers are, and what is so magical about them. What I did understand, however, was how heartbroken I felt witnessing individuals run for their lives into the middle of the orchards so as to hopefully avoid being apprehended, deported, and rendered unable to receive their hard earned money to support their families. 
Pursing a legal career, for me, has always been centered on a desire to ensure that people do not live in fear. To ensure that they have the same privilege that I had – to be here with my parents, pursue higher education, and pursue the careers that they want. One of the most rewarding legal experiences I had, while in law school, was working in the Immigration Clinic. I had the opportunity to work on legalization cases, which allowed people who had an undocumented status to obtain lawful permanent status. I knew that this was the best career choice for me, because it allowed me to work with farmworkers, with immigrants, and to keep families together. Working in the Immigration Clinic further exposed me to the stories and struggles of the families I represented, which further motivated me. Being able to provide current law students the same opportunity I had – to work collaboratively, advance social justice and public policy, while representing hardworking families and individuals to apply for status in the United States, has truly been rewarding. 

2. What has been one of your most rewarding experiences? 
Throughout the years that I have worked with the UC Davis Immigration Law Clinic and with the California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation (“CRLAF”), I have had the privilege and opportunity to work on a number of compelling cases. There is one that sticks out the most because it illustrates the impact clinic students have on the lives of their clients and vice versa, as well as the impact their work has on the community. There was a woman from Guatemala who worked at a Korean factory, a maquiladora, while in her native country. She was followed by a gang who demanded that she tell them when payroll was, because they wanted to rob the factory workers. She refused to tell them and was consequently raped by the gang. Her husband refused to help her. She eventually received help from her grandfather to leave Guatemala, but had to leave her daughter behind. She entered the United States and eventually came to the clinic for assistance. 
At the time she sought our help, I was supervising a combination of male and female students who eventually worked on her case. I had two dynamic male students who I thought would be of great value, but I knew that I wanted to be sensitive to the fact that she had been raped, so I assigned a female student to the case, as well. It was a rather difficult asylum case because there were so many pieces, and establishing the nexus in an asylum case is always a challenge. 
The thing that I will never forget and has stuck with me throughout all of these years is that after the hearing, as we were leaving the court house, our client turned to the male students and said: “you have restored my faith in men.” This was such an important message for them to hear. She had been completely traumatized and became vulnerable due to the events she had been subjected to in Guatemala, and all that she had endured, but through the process, and the students’ work, she was able to regain her faith in people, and in men. The Judge also acknowledged the impact of the students’ work, and said to the students, after he had granted the case, “today you saved a life. Your client will never have to go back and fear being sexually assaulted or killed. And hopefully soon, she’ll be reunited with her daughter.” The judge acknowledged that the work of the students had gone beyond just granting an immigration benefit, but really they had saved a life in many ways – not only did she not have to go back to her country and risk the possibility of being tortured or killed, but he recognized that they had helped save her in a different way – not letting her lose her faith in people. 

3. From your work experience, and in your opinion, what is a common misconception that people have about undocumented individuals? What can be done to combat that misconception? 
There is a rhetoric that is employed when speaking about undocumented individuals. Some people believe, or are encouraged to believe, that all undocumented individuals are criminal ‘aliens’ – that is the term that some use when referring to undocumented immigrants. Or they mistakenly believe that they’re here to take advantage of the system, that undocumented mothers come to the U.S. to merely give birth and gain some sort of benefit, or that they come here to commit crimes. However, from my own experience and from the work that I do in the immigration clinic and at CRLAF, the undocumented individuals are really here to work and take care of their families; they’re here for the same reasons we are. 
The media plays a role in perpetuating the rhetoric employed against undocumented immigrants, and rarely shows any of the success stories. If you look at history, a lot of our greatest inventors were immigrants. The media rarely highlights the positive things, but is quick to jump on, and spend a significant amount of time on, stories that are negative in nature. Not to diminish the seriousness of what they are reporting on, but it is important to provide a holistic and comprehensive report. It’s important to also highlight the positives, for example, when the DREAMER’s were fighting for the Dream Act it came to the forefront that there is a section of our population that does want to succeed. But the rhetoric used was that the DREAMER’s were the “good ones.” The importance of showcasing the positive, and not just highlighting the negative, is that through that means we are better able to educate people about the stories of undocumented people. 
Immigration advocates are frequently requesting that the success stories of undocumented people be highlighted. However, mainstream society may think that doing so is self-serving because we are highlighting the successes of our clients. Regardless, it is important to showcase these success stories so that people hear about them. T.V. stations, like Univision, have in the past broadcast segments featuring success stories. For example, “Nuestro Orgullo Hispano,” Our Hispanic Pride, highlighted the stories of individuals who were successful business people, students, or doing other great work in the community. “Al Punto,” a show on Univision, hosted by Jorge Ramos, recently had a segment about three undocumented attorneys where they talked about the struggles they have overcome. Jorge Ramos said to these individuals that they are “our pride, because they have done so much to pave the way for others.” These sorts of segments are important, because it provides more opportunities for people to be exposed to the positives and not just the negatives. The issue with these segments being broadcast on Spanish T.V. Networks is just that. Not many people, other than those who are Spanish-speaking, are watching Spanish language media. We need to work with other media outlets, so as to enable us to reach a different segment of our population. 
Equally, if not more, important is the need to form coalitions with other people. For example, there was a time when Dean Johnson was teaching a public interest seminar. I was a guest lecturer, and during my lecture we discussed the need for forming coalitions with others and partnering with and allowing people who are not Latino/a’s, but understand the struggles and stories, to be a part of that movement. When thinking about who your allies are, it is important to recognize that you will have different allies at one point or another. But the important thing is to join forces with people who will have access to those ears that we may not have access to. 

4. What is one of the more frustrating aspects of our immigration system?
What is perhaps most frustrating for me, is the lack of understanding of why undocumented people are here. We have to understand that even for people who have never committed any crimes, except for entering the U.S. without inspection, there are extremely long waiting periods of 20-30 years that people have to wait in in order to obtain a visa. During this time, they are unable to work lawfully. We criminalize people for working without authorization, but we do not provide people with the opportunity to work lawfully. This is what was so exciting for me about the proposed Deferred Action for Parents of Americans (“DAPA”). DAPA recognized that there are families here and that they are going to continue to be here, because the driving force as to why they immigrated to the U.S. was to work and support their families. DAPA, in recognizing this, found it essential for individuals to be provided with work authorization. We weren’t granting undocumented individuals anything else, except the opportunity to work lawfully. There are hundreds of reports on the financial contributions that undocumented immigrants make. There is no question that immigrants contribute to the economy and that the undocumented population is helping support the Social Security Administration’s retirement funds. Whether or not people want to recognize that, that is the reality. For me, what is most frustrating is the fact that we create all sorts of barriers for people who just want to work and support their families. That people are continually finding ways to create more obstacles, especially in regards to the DAPA and extended Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (“DACA”).  There is a public misconception that through DACA and DAPA we are granting undocumented individuals Legal Permanent Resident Status, but we are not. We are not providing a pathway to citizenship. All we are granting them is the tranquility that they are at the bottom of the priority list for deportation, and the ability to work lawfully. We are helping stop the criminalization of undocumented individuals for working without authorization. 
When raids are conducted, people who are working without authorization are typically detained. In addition to placing them in removal proceedings they are charged with identity theft, therefore making them aggravated felons. Prosecuting them for identity theft makes them criminals. And as such, they are deportable with no available immigration relief. But, typically they have not stolen anyone’s identity. While it is true that some work with fake social security numbers, or numbers that they purchased, they do not do it with the intent of taking someone’s identity and creating harm. They do not get credit cards or anything else with these numbers. They merely use them to enable them to work lawfully. 

5. What effect has the DACA extension and DAPA hold had on those who would otherwise qualify for such relief? 
There has been a lot of disappointment in the community. But amidst the disappointment, there is hope. 
Hope that eventually the Supreme Court will allow DAPA and Extended DACA to be implemented.  Our role as advocates is not only to increase the capacity of those potentially eligible immigrants to learn how to document their status in the United States. But, also to inform them about the things that may disqualify them. For example, driving under the influence – not only is it a dangerous thing – but it is also a significant misdemeanor which may bar a person from receiving the benefits. Informing the community that driving under the influence and domestic violence, among other things, are bars to eligibility, creates a consciousness and empowers the community to make informed decisions about the actions and decisions they make. 
	Of equal importance, is educating our community about eligibility issues and their rights, so as to avoid “notario,” notary, fraud. As we continue to do outreach, we are very clear with our community that the injunction still stands. That, unfortunately, at this time you cannot apply for DAPA or the extended version of DACA. We are informing individuals that if they have been arrested by . . . (“ICE”), taken a voluntary departure, etc. to start gathering records so that they have this information readily available for when they consult with an immigration attorney. In doing so, we are empowering them through education so that they know how to protect themselves. 
	One of the hardest things to do, as an immigration lawyer, is to tell people that they do not qualify for any immigration benefit. People come to you with all of their hopes and aspirations, expecting that you can help them regularize their immigration status so they no longer have to live in fear of being deported for working without authorization.  However, because our current immigration laws leave little avenues for people to obtain lawful permanent resident status, often times we have to tell people that there is currently not a way for them to become lawful permanent residents. It is utterly important to educate people as to why they are not eligible. Because if you do not explain to them why they are not eligible, then they might fall victims to unscrupulous immigration consultants and attorneys who promise them a green card for an exorbitant fee, and in so doing they become vulnerable to being deported. It is important to inform and empower our community through education, so that they can protect themselves from notary fraud, as well as from becoming ineligible from potential comprehensive immigration reform. 

6. What are Immigration enforcement agents targeting when they conduct raids?
When the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (“IRCA”) was passed, it created a lot of programs such as “el tiempo y el campo.” These programs allowed people who had lived in the United States for a certain amount of time, and who had worked in the fields, a pathway to lawful permanent resident status and citizenship. IRCA also created employer sanctions, with the goal to sanction employers for taking advantage of workers. It was not intended to penalize or criminalize the actual workers themselves, but rather to stop the labor abuses that were happening. The bigger goal of the employer sanctions was to deter unauthorized immigration to the United States. However, the reality was, and is, that people still find ways to work. While there are employers who want to help undocumented people, there are also those employers that take advantage of their status and pay them less then minimum wage, and create substandard working conditions. ICE attempts to target these employers that are creating these violations and are taking advantage of employees. 

7. In 1998, you co-authored “Clinical Legal Education and the U.C. Davis Immigration Law Clinic: Putting Theory into Practice and Practice into Theory” with Dean Johnson, which discussed in part the role clinics play in achieving social change. Do you believe that this is still true today?
I strongly believe that clinical programs do help achieve social change. This belief has been solidified by my observations of the students that have been a part of our clinical programs, and the amazing work that they have done. The work that we do in the clinics is unique. We work in partnership with clients to empower them along their pathway to residency or citizenship. Social change is more evident in the experiences that the students are exposed to, that help shape their experiences as lawyers after they leave King Hall. 
There were two law students who were very passionate about being in the clinic and representing their client, but they were worried that if they did not win the case then their client would get deported. It is inevitable to have these doubts because our clients’ life is at stake and no matter how compelling our cases are, it is not in our power to grant these cases.  However, they did an excellent job in preparing their case, and when we were in court the immigration judge peppered the two students with questions. They had prepared very well, and knew the ins and outs of the applicable law, the facts, and they represented their client in a very professional way. After that experience, their confidence levels rose. And they were much more confident to take the bar and to be immigration attorneys. To this day, they continue to do exceptional work that has implications on a national level. For me, that is the biggest success of the clinic . . . to provide students the opportunity to be creative lawyers and engage in cutting edge work that gives them the confidence to continue doing the difficult cases when they leave King Hall. 

8. What is an issue within the immigration realm that you would like to see addressed?
I do believe that we need comprehensive immigration reform that would allow families to come out of the shadows, and continue contributing to the well-being of the United States. The unfortunate reality, which I know too well from this work, is that not everyone will qualify for CIR. However, I do think that IRCA was successful in helping people come out of the shadows, and those individuals are now citizens and continue to do really good work, and continue supporting their families.  Through our citizenship work, we have assisted approximately 40,000 rural immigrants to become United States citizens. Some of these citizens are now engaged leaders in their communities. Providing a means for naturalization allows people to reach their potential as individuals and as leaders, which is important for the overall success of the community. 
Fear is, and continues to be, a deterrent in passing comprehensive immigration reform. Fear of losing power, and of losing what they have, is driving the anti-immigrant agenda and sentiments. However, helping people see undocumented immigrants for who they are – hardworking, honest individuals – would be helpful. In that way, we can have people work together, rather than against each other. 


